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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
{To accompany H. R. 5931) 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 5931) for the relief of Holly Prindle Goodman, having consid- 
ered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant to a minor German child who has 
heen adopted by citizens of the United States the status of a nonquota 
immigrant which is the status normally enjoyed by the alien minor 
children of United States citizens. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Germany on April 3, 1951, 
and has been adopted by Capt. and Mrs. Joseph N. Goodman who 
are United States citizens. 

Congressman Ken Regan, author of the bill, submitted to the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives the 
following information in connection with the case: 

OrricE OF THE UNITED STATES 
High COMMISSIONER FOR GERMANY, 
Orrick or LAND COMMISSIONER FOR Hksss, 
Wiesbaden, Ge rmany, J uly 25, 1951. 
Hon, KEN REGAN, 
United States Congress. 
DEAR CONGRESSMAN REGAN: At the request of Capt. Joseph N. Goodman I 


wish to advise you that he has instituted proceedings for the adoption by him 
and his wife of a 3-month-old girl, Holly Prindle Goodman. The adoption review 
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board in the State of Hesse, of which I am the chairman, has approved the adop- 
tion and certified to the qualifications of Captain and Mrs. Goodman as foster 
parents. Inasmuch as the girl is born after June 30, 1950, immigration on any 
but a normal quota status is impossible for her except by a special congressional 
enactment, 

The application of Captain and Mrs. Goodman has gone forward from my 
Office, accompanied by the adoption contract entered into by the Goodmans and 
the legal guardian of the child in the presence of a notary, to the Office of General 
Counsel, which, having obtained the concurrence of the Commanding General, 
EUCOM (which past practice proves to be, without exception, a mere formality), 
will issue the High Commissioner’s authorization for the exercise of jurisdiction 
by the German court, Thereupon, the Goodmans need only have their notary 
present the matter before the German courts which will undoubtedly issue a 
decree of adoption, thereby completing the legal relationship of parent and child. 

Permit me to express my personal appreciation of your assistance in this matter 
inasmuch as your success will vindicate my judgment in certifying to the establish- 
ment of a genuine parent-child relationship notwithstanding the present prospect 
of the ineligibility of the child to emigrate to the United States for several years 
I trust that your success will prevent the necessity of the Goodmans having to 
decide upon a course of conduct with reference to the girl in the event of Captain 
Goodman’s return to the United States on military orders prior to the time his 
daughter would be eligible to emigrate. 

Very truly yours, 
STANLEY H. GAINEs, 
Chief, Legal Affairs Division. 


Juny 30, 1951. 
Hon. Ken REGAN, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

DrarR Str: Enclosed are three letters of character reference and financial re- 
sponsibility, plus a letter from Mr. Stanley H. Gaines, chairman of the adoption 
review board for the Land of Hesse. The letter shows approval for the adoption 
of our little girl. 

If there is anv other form of evidence or reference, let me know and I will get it 
for vou as quickly as possible. We are hoping that vou have started proceedings 
on the bill as we are anxious to get everything completed since my tour here in 
Germany terminates in March 1952. 

Again, thanks from the bottom of our hearts for helping us in this matter 

Yours very truly, 
Joserpu N GoopMan, 
Captain, AOS5384315, 1629th Support Squadron, 
APO 4?. Care of Postmaster, New York, N. Y. 


OcToOBER 10, 1951. 
Hon, Ken REGAN, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Str: After so long a time, we finally have part of the papers that you 
requested in your last letter. How it could take so long to process a few papers 
is beyond me, but we can’t seem to get across the urgency of the matter to them, 
I would have written you sooner, but kept thinking that the papers would return 
any day. I think the only thing lacking that you will need is the decree from 
the German court, which has not been returned. I will mail you a copy as 
soon as it is. 

Included is a carbon and translated copy of the adoption contract and a certified 
true copy of the authorization and recommendation from the High Commis- 
sioner’s office. You will notice that this report of investigation includes our 
adopted son also. Luckily he was born before June 30, 1950, so he will return 
under the Displaced Persons Act of 1948. 

I hope that these and the previous mailed recommendations will give you some- 
thing with which to start the ball rolling, since time is running short due to my 
rotation in March. Call on me for anything more you need. 

Thanking you again for vour help and hoping for positive action on the bill, 
I am, 

Yours very truly, 
JoserH N. GOODMAN, 
Captain, USAF. 
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No. 1070, vear 1951 of Documents Register 
Gross GerAU, July 12, 1951 


AporTlioN AGREEMENT 


Before me, the undersigned Dr. Rudolf Arnold, Anwaltsassessor ni (title), the 
officially designated deputy of the notary public, Dr. Arthur Neil, Gross-Gerau, 
today appeared: 

(1) Mr, Joseph N. Goodman, captain, born January 6, 1920, in Waynesboro, 
Tenn. 

2) His wife, Judith M. Goodman, nee Sidwell, born July 4, 1925, in Sapulpa, 
Okla., residing at Rhein Main Air Base, One Thousand Six Hundred and Twenty- 
ninth MATS, Gateway Gardens, Apartment 3-E-2. 

(3) Mr. Georg Luley, administrative official, head of the vouth office’ of the 
Landsrats Oflice, Gross-Gerau, acting as the representative of the Landrats 
Office for the rural district Gross-Gerau, charged with the execution of matters 
pertaining to official guardianship, 

The appeared under (1) and (2) declared that they do not master the German 
but only the English language. Therefore, Mr. Friedrich Veith, chief clerk, 
residing in Gross-Gerau, 68 Darmstaedter Strasse, was called as intereprter. 
The appointed interpreter is personally known to the acting notary public. The 
identity of the appeared (1) and (2) was established on hand of identification cards 
No. D470112 and No. O18109. The administrative official Luley is also personally 
known to the acting notary public. 

Concerning his personal data, the interpreter stated that he is 44 years old. 
\fter having been advised of the significance of an oath, he was tendered the 
interpreter’s oath, in that he repeated the words pronounced for him by the 
notary public: “I swear that I will truly and faithfully interpret.” 

The interpreter conversed with the marital couple, Goodman, and stated their 
statements for the record as follows: 

After having been advised of the significance of an affidavit and the culpability 
of making a false affidavit, the appeared (1) and (2) deposed as follows: 

I, Joseph N. Goodman, was born on January 6, 1920, in Waynesboro, Tenn. 
I, Judith M. Goodman, nee Sidwell, was born on July 4, 1925, in Sapulpa, Okla. 
We were married on March 6, 1943, in Midland, Tex. No children were born 
out of our marriage. We are both United States citizens; our religious preference 
is Protestant. 

Thereupon, person number (3) stated: “I would like to point out that the 
following statements are given by me as guardian of the minor, Patricia Riedel, 
illegitimate child of Ilka Riedel, born April 3, 1951, in Frankfurt-Main. Docu- 
ment of appointment will be submitted at a later date.”’ 

Thereupon the following adoption agreement was entered into by and between 
the marital couple, Goodman, and Mr. Luley, the head of the youth office and 
guardian of the afore-mentioned child. 

I. The marital couple, Joseph N. Goodman and Judith M. Goodman, nee 
Sidwell, adopt as their common child, Patricia Riedel, born April 3, 1951, in 
Frankfurt-Main. 

Il. The appeared (3), the legal representative of the minor Patricia Riedel, 
agrees to this adoption. 

II. The child is to bear, henceforth, the last name “‘Goodman” exclusively, 
without adding the last name heretofore used. Further she will henceforth bear 
the first names “Holly Prindle” exclusively. 

IV. In other respects, the legal provisions governing adoption are applicable. 

V. The expenses for this adoption contract and the execution thereof will be 
defrayed by the marital couple Goodman. 

The consent to this adoption on the part of the child’s natural mother, Ilka 
Riedel, was given by virtue of an instrument executed by the notary public, 
Herbert Eckermann, Sprendlingen, dated May 23, 1951, No. 103/1951 Doe. Reg. 

One copy of the afore-mentioned instrument is made an enclosure of this 
subject agreement. 

The child has no interest in any personal property 

The notary public is delegated by the parties concerned to apply for an exemp- 
tion from the age-requirement pursuant to paragraph 1744, civil code; the ap- 
proval on the part of the court of guardianship; and the ratification of subject 
agreement by the court, and to initiate action by the registrar’s office for amend- 
ment of the birth certificate which is to indicate ‘‘blocked.”’ 

The court of guardianship is finally requested to forward one copy of the final 
decree to the acting notary public. The same is authorized to accept the approval 
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by the court of guardianship in his name, and to notify the other parties to this 
agreement accordingly. The latter authorize the notary public to accept this 
notification in their name, pursuant to paragraph 1829, civil code. The submission 
of the final decree to the court is to serve as proof for the above declaration having 
been given by the guardian, and the acceptance of it on the part of the other party 
to the agreement. 

I, the husband Goodman, give my consent to the declarations made by my wife. 

All parties concerned were advised of the provisions of the law No. 10, Military 
Government for Germany, published in annex 2 of the Official Gazette for the 
Land of Hesse, dated February 16, 1948. 

The head of the youth office, Gross-Gerau, declares that, according to the 
records on file with the youth office, Frankfurt/Main, the child is a German 
national. 

The record was read aloud ir the German language and translated into English 
by the interpreter; the same was approved by the parties concerned and signed 
by them as follows: 

JosEPpH NORMAN GoopMAN, 
JupitH MARILYN (SIDWELL) GoopMAN, 
GorerG LULEY, 
FrrepRicH VBEITH, 
Dr. Rupo_r ARNOLD, 
Anwaltsassessor (title) as officially 
designated deputy of the Notary Public Dr. Arthur Keil. 


The foregoing copy is a true reflection of the original which is before me. 
Gross-Gerau, July 12, 1951. 
Dr. ARNOLD, 
Anwaltsassessor (title) as officially 
designated deputy of the Notary Public Dr. Arthur Keil. 


[NOTARIAL SEAL] Dr. Arruur Kern, 
Notary Public in Gross-Gerau. 


RuEin Main Air Bass, October 8, 1951. 
The foregoing is a true translation to the best of my ability. 
InGrip Straun, Legal Office. 
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Subject: Contract dated July 12, 1951 (Documents Register No. 1070/51 of the 
Notary Public Dr. Keil in Gross-Gerau) by virtue of which Capt. Joseph N. 
Goodman, presently of Rhein Main Air Base, 1629th MATS, Apartment 3-E-2, 
Gateway Gardens, and his wife, Judith M. Goodman, nee Sidwell, same address, 
have adopted Ilka (Patricia) Riedel, born April 3, 1951, as their common child 


DECREE 


The marital couple Goodman is hereby granted exemption from the provisions 
of paragraph 1744, German civil code, the age-limit requirement. 
The adoption contract, dated July 12, 1951, is ratified by the court. 
By order of the Office of the United States High Commissioner for Germany, 
the German courts were given jurisdiction in this case, 
The decree has legal effect. 
LANCEN, Se pte mber 29, 1951. 
The Lower Ccurt: 
(Signed) Maur 
Cerichtassessor (title of junior graduate law). 
Executed: 
LANCEN, September 29, 1951. 
[sEAL, Lower Court, Langen] (Signed) Kiefer, 
(Typed) Krerer, 
Court Clerk, as Records Clerk of the Administrative Office. 


Ruemn Marn Arr Base, November 3, 1951. 
The foregoing is a true translation to the best of my ability. 
Inarip Srauu, Legal Office. 
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BirtH CERTIFICATE 


(Registrar’s Office Frankfurt 0. M. IV No. 500. 
Patricia Riedel was born on April 3, 1951, in Frankfurt on Main. 
Mother: Ilka Riedel, no occupation, Protestant, residing in Kelsterbach on the 
Main. 
Amendments. 
FRANKFURT ON MAIN, October 15, 1951, 
[SEAL] The registrar by proxy 
s/signature (illegible 
tegistrar’s Offices I-VI in Frankfurt o. M. 
Fee: IDM 0.50 paid. 
RHEIN Main Arr Base, November 3, 1951 
The foregoing is a true translation to the best of my ability. 


INcrRIp STau., Legal office 


Orrick OF LAND COMMISSIONBR FOR HESSE, 
\poprion Review Boarp, LEGAL AFFrarirRs DIvIston, 
Landeshaus, Wieshad nm, July 27, 1951 
Subject: Report of investigation (Adoption: Capt. Joseph N. Goodman; Patricia 
Riedel; Wolfgang Hoeben. 
To: Dr. James R. Newman, land commissioner for Hesse. 


Pursuant to the provisions of section I] of regulation No. 1, under military 
government law No. 10, the adoption review board has investigated the qualifica- 
tions as adopting parents of Capt. Joseph N. Goodman and Mrs. Judith M. 
Goodman, nee Sidwell, of United States nationality and United States residence, 
who have applied for an authorization for a German court to exercise jurisdiction 
over their petition for the adoption of Patricia Riedel, born on April 3, 1951, in 
Frankfurt a. M., and Wolfgang Hoeben, born on December 18, 1949, in Bad 
Nauheim, both of German nationality and German residence. 

The board’s finding of fact and conclusions are as follows: 

The petitioners are domiciled in the State of Texas which does require an exam 
ination of the merits of the adoption ineluding an investigation as to the qualifica- 
tions of the adopters. 

The annual current earnings of the petitioners are 87,000. 

The petitioners are 31 and 26 vears of age, respectively, were married on March 
6, 1943, have no children of their own, and no children previously adopted, 

The persons to be adopted have been resident in the home of the petitioners 
since May 11, 1951, and June 19, 1951, respectively. 

The petition will be filed at the Amtsgerieht Gross-Gerau/ Friedberg 

Remarks and recommendations: The board is of the opinion that the prospec- 
tive adopters would be suitable foster parents for the children they seek to adop 
and the board recommends that the court ineline to a similar finding 

SranLeEyY H. GAINEs, 
Chairn an, Adoption Re ew Boa 

Certified true copy. 

FoserH N. GoopMan, Caplain, USAF. 


HEADQUARTERS, Sixtrrern Troop Carrier Wina Mepium, 
OrrFIcK OF THE CHAPLAIN, 
APO 57, Unirep Staves Arr Force, 
Frankfurt, Germany, July 2, 1951. 


Subject: Character reference re Captain and Mrs. Joseph N, Goodman. 
To Whom It May Concern: 


I have known Captain and Mrs. Joseph N. Goodman for over 2 years and know 
them to be of high moral and Christian character. Their integrity is beyond 
question. I have visited in their home on numerous occasions and know that their 
home is well ordered and of the highest standard. I believe them to be excep- 
tionally well qualified to be the parents of the children they seek to adopt. 


Joun W. GRvUBgE, 
Chaplain (Captain) USAFR. 
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Ruin Main Atr Base, 
Frankfurt, Germany, July 26, 1951 
To Whom lt Vay Conce rh: 

| have known Capt. Joseph N. Goodman for approximately 6 vears and to the 
best of my knowledge and belief he has adhered strictly to the highest degree of 
financial responsibility. 

His moral character is above reproach and leaves nothing to be desired. | 
have visited in his home on many occasions and can personally vouch for it being 
one that is happy, well run, and full of love and tenderness ; 
| recommend Captain and Mrs. Goodman highly as prospective parents and 
feel that they possess all the necessary attributes required of model parents. 


Lorprz J. Manroux, 


Lieutenant Colonel, United States Atr Force, 83740-—A 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 5931) should be enacted. 


O 











